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external device such as a display screen 210 via display adapter 212, serial ports 214 and 
216, a keyboard 218, a fixed disk drive 220, a floppy disk drive 222 operative to receive a 
floppy disk 224, and a CD-ROM player 226 operative to receive a CD-ROM 228. Many 
other devices can be connected, such as a pointing device 230 (e.g., a mouse) connected 



via serial port 214 and a modem 232 connected via serial port 216. Modem 232 may 
provide a direct connection to a remote server via a telephone link or to the Internet via a 
POP (point of presence). Alternatively, a netvvork interface adapter 234 may be used to 
interface to a local or wide area network using any network interface system known to 
those skilled in the art (e.g., Ethernet, xDSL, AppleTalk™). 

[0032] Many other devices or subsystems (not shown) may be coimected in a similar 
manner. Also, it is not necessary for all of the devices shown in FIG. 2 to be present to 
practice the present invention, as discussed below. Furthermore, the devices and 
subsystems may be interconnected in different ways fi-om that shown in FIG. 2. The 
operation of a computer system such as that shown in FIG. 2 is readily known in the art 
and is not discussed in detail in this appUcation, so as not to overcomplicate the present 
discussion. Code to implement the present invention may be operably disposed in system 
memory 206 or stored on storage media such as fixed disk 220, floppy disk 224 or CD- 
ROM 228. 

[0033] According to embodiments of the present invention, properties are associated 
with software modules and a software module requests dynamic association with other 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method for dynamic linking of software modules includes detecting an event 
during the execution of a computer program that resides in a first memory, ascertaining 
whether there is at least one required property associated with the event if the event is 
detected, determining a property identifier for the at least one required property and 

leaston?executable code module from a second memory into the first memory 
based upon a property identifier configured with the executable code module. According 
to one aspect, the loading includes loading the at least one executable code module into 
the first memory if it is not in the first memory. According to another aspect, the at least 
one executable code module includes at least one dynamic link library (DLL). According 
to another aspect, the event includes the addition of a hardware device and the required 
property includes a hardware device PROM identifier. 
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